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Introduction
Welcome to the winter edition of the SITC newsletter. 

SITC Invites Applicants for its New Project Manager Position 

As reported in the previous Newsletter, SITC has been successful in securing funding from SEEDA to run a new Security Knowledge Network which will focus on building collaborations between businesses and university research centres. This funding is allowing SITC to recruit a new Project Manager who will strengthen the SITC Team, help to drive forward SITC’s six Special Interest Groups (SIGs), help to deliver the New Security Knowledge Network project and provide additional support to the CEO in other projects.  A Job Description for this new role is available on the SITC website and we would welcome the assistance of SITC Members in identifying appropriate candidates and encouraging them to apply.  The post could possibly provide a secondment opportunity for someone of one of our larger members, perhaps?

Opening up European Partnerships

In addition to the new Security Knowledge Network funding, we have received a conditional offer from Europe and are in the final stages of negotiation to secure Interreg IVB funding as part of a partnership with nGage Solutions Ltd, System@tic (Paris), L-SEC (Belgium) and TeleTrusT (Germany).  If secured, this funding will support SITC to develop its relationships with these European security industry cluster organisations and exploit European R&D, funding and open innovation opportunities.  SITC would be keen to hear from anyone with expertise and experience in engaging in international collaborations who would like to contribute to this project.
TSB and SEEDA Funding Secured for SITC GRC SIG Project

SITC is delighted to be able to report that key members of its Governance, Risk and Compliance Special Interest Group (GRC SIG) have secured funding from the Technology Strategy Board (TSB) and South East of England Development Agency (SEEDA) to allow a £1.7m R&D project to go ahead.  The project is based on an Integrated GRC (IGRC) concept, developed with the aid of SITC and CPNI support, over the past two years.  SITC has also secured additional funding from SEEDA to allow more information security (‘sensor’) companies to work with the IGRC consortium.  More details will be available when the official press release is published.
Events Scheduled
We have a number of SITC events and other opportunities coming up in the next few weeks.  SITC Members are invited to attend the SITC AGM which will be held in the House of Lords on the afternoon of Thursday 25th February to hear about SITC’s plans and prorities for 2010 and to vote to elect/re-elect SITC Board Members.  Please note that SITC would like to hear from anyone who would be willing to put themselves forward to stand for election at the AGM to join the SITC Board.  Nominations must be received no later than 10 February.

In a change to its normal Networking Dinner format, this year SITC has take the opportunity to book the Defence Capability Centre (DCC) on the Defence Academy site at Shrivenham, to stage an Innovation Showcase event prior to the Networking Dinner.  This event will run from mid day to late evening on Thursday 25th March and will provide opportunities for SITC Members to demonstrate their cutting edge technology in action.  With ample indoor and outdoor space available we hope to be able to stage some larger scale and more realistic demonstrations than possible in more constrained venues.  We are not charging for this event, but we are keen to give priority to SITC Members who can bring and demonstrate highly innovative solutions and to attract government and end user representatives who are interested in seeing demonstrations of innovative new and emerging security capabilities. 

Other events currently posted on our website include the EKTN Asset Tracking event on 26th of February, the RISC Securing the Games event on 24th of February and HOSDB 2010 from 16th to 18th March.  Similar events that we are made aware of and believe will interest SITC Members are posted here on a regular basis.  Remember that you can use RSS feeds from the SITC site to receive notification of these events as they are posted if you have suitable feed reader software installed (or included as part of your browser) on your computer.
UKTI, in conjunction with SEEDA and SITC, are planning a scoping mission to Brazil from the 20 - 26th March in relation to the 2016 Olympics. Details on this can be seen on the flyer on our website, or by contacting hema.savani@uktisoutheast.com 

SITC 2010 Priorities

SITC will be focussing all of its activities this year into two key priorities. The first of these is to continue to provide support and opportunity to our members through actionable market intelligence, collaborations between members, introductions to the end user community and the systems integrator capability supply chain programme.  We are in negotiation with a number of SI’s and we plan to run at least six of these capability supply chain gap events this year.  We will continue to alert our members to tenders that are coming onto the market and assisting them to develop collaborations to exploit these opportunities.  The employment of a fourth SITC team member will also allow us to put more focus and energy into the SIG’s, to ensure they continue to provide opportunities to our members to engage with the end user community and determine their requirements and unmet demands.  Our engagement with UKTI will continue, in order to create information and opportunity to exploit export opportunities. 

Our second priority concerns the funding of of SITC. Our core SEEDA grant runs out in March 2011 and, once the general election is over, we will be exploring mechanisms to secure funding to ensure our continued existence.

We welcome comments from our members about other activity and support that SITC could offer, that they consider would assist them to develop their own organisations.

SITC LinkedIn Site

SITC has established a LinkedIn Group which now has over 100 members including both SITC Members and a wider circle of professionals with security interests from several countries.  SITC is keen to develop its use of this type of web-based resource to find new ways to engage with SITC Members and the wider security community and would welcome any hints and tips from more experienced LinkedIn users on how best to do this.  We recognise that this type of interaction does not suit all of our community but for those of you who are already using LinkedIn, we would encourage you to join the SITC group (and you may like to edit your personal profile on the SITC website to add a hyperlink to your LinkedIn profile, perhaps?).
Logos
Once again, we would like to remind you: if you haven’t sent us a logo, please could you send us a high definition version – we need just a few more to have enough to fill our second exhibition banner.  We would be happy to supply the SITC logo to any SITC Members wishing to display it on their website or promotional literature.
We would like to wish you a belated Happy New Year from the SITC team and we look forward to working with you towards a successful and prosperous 2010.

Steve, Paul and Hilary
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