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Introduction
Welcome to the spring edition of the SITC newsletter.  In this edition we are delighted to report some significant steps forward made by SITC and its Members in recent months.

Opportunity for Security ‘Sensor’ Companies

In the last edition of the SITC Newsletter we reported on the success of a consortium of SITC Governance Risk and Compliance (GRC) SIG members in securing funding for a £1.7m R&D project focusing on the integration of security sensors with a GRC management system.  Further details about this project and the iGRC Consortium members are now available at www.igrc.co.uk.  We also reported that SITC had secured a further £100K grant from SEEDA to help additional sensor companies to integrate their products into the iGRC solution being developed.  The call for extra sensor inputs was officially launched at the SITC Showcase on 25 March.

Sensors in the context of the iGRC Consortium means any hardware or software system that can detect and report electronically a change of status, a possible incident or new risk or threat.  Sensor examples range from intrusion detection/prevention, network traffic analysers, access control systems, authentication systems, malware detectors to data centre environmental control or intelligent video recognitions systems.
The iGRC Consortium would be delighted to hear from relevant sensor companies interested in the project, however, only SMEs in the SEEDA region will be eligible to apply for a share of the SEEDA grant to support integration.

Funding secured for SIGNATURE Project to create European Security Innovation Network

SITC is also pleased to confirm that it has secured EU Interreg IVB funding in a partnership led by nGage Solutions (UK) and including Systematic (France), LSEC (Belgium) and TeleTrusT (Germany).  The €1.8m SIGNATURE Project will enable the partners to create a European Security Innovation Network and bring more resources into supporting the establishment of Security Transnational Interest Groups (STIGs) which will align with and add an international dimension to the six SITC SIGs.

With part of it’s share of this funding SITC plans to engage consultants with relevant domain and EU project knowledge and experience to help to develop and win consortium bids involving members of the SIGNATURE Project partners.  Details of the tender requirements will be published soon, but if you feel you have the relevant experience and would be interested in providing consultancy support to this project, please contact SITC for further details.

 SITC is Growing

With new projects to run and new funding available, SITC is delighted to announce the appointment of a new Project Manager.  Laura-Jane Pirie joins us on the 1st June 2010 from Gartners, the IT research and advisory service.  She brings a range of skills that compliments the skill base of the existing SITC team and will help to deliver the new SEEDA Security KN and EU SIGNATURE projects.  In particular, she will provide greater focus and drive to the work of the Special Interest Groups. 

In conjunction with this new appointment, we will soon be opening an office in the Guildford area to provide us with a base nearer to London.  We will be retaining the Shrivenham office, and our relationship with Cranfield University, as this continues to provide significant advantages, including inexpensive access to facilities and services which have enabled us to host our Networking Dinners and the recent SITC Showcase event at the Defence Academy at no cost to our members.

We will be able to offer SITC Members the opportunity to book meeting rooms at low cost at our Guildford office once it is operational.  This facility is also available to Members at Shrivenham.

Sensor Project in Finland

One of our board members, Mike Anderson from Innovative Physics, has established close links with the Sensor Centre in Finland (www.sence.fi) who are now a SITC Member.  They are developing a project in Helsinki around the new town of Vanaa and Helsinki Airport, relating to the trialling of new and emerging sensor technologies.  Having been introduced to SITC’s model for industry support, they are interested in adopting a similar approach.  They have expressed a keen interest in partnering with SITC to create opportunities for UK companies to get involved in the Vanaa/Helsinki Airport project, and are also keen to support Finnish companies to partner with UK companies across a range of other technologies.

SEEDA have agreed to fund a UK team to participate in a workshop in Finland to develop some guidelines and memorandum of understanding in relation to this project. The SITC Chairman, Lord Freeman will be travelling with the team to assist in this project.  Further details on the outcome of this meeting, and any further opportunities for collaboration that it generates, will be reported via the SITC website and newsletter in due course.

Future Events

SITC is supporting the Digital Systems KTN in organising a Trusted Services Call: Regional Consortium Building Workshop on the morning of Thursday, 27 May 2010 in Central London.  This workshop is intended to support the formation of consortia to submit proposals for funding under the TSB's recently launched £8m collaborative R&D funding competition on Trusted Services.  Other events are also being organised in Bristol, Barnsley and Edinburgh.  SITC intends to follow up these workshops by working closely with the KTN and SEEDA’s sector initiatives in Digital Media and Telecare to support consortia formation.

Clarion are offering around 20 SITC Members (innovative SMEs and start ups)  the opportunity to exhibit at CNi Expo on 2-3 June, within a 'SITC Pavilion' for approximately half the normal rate. 

A Fine Balance 2010: Privacy in the Digital Society is an event organised by The Digital Systems KTN on 8 June will be ‘fully interactive’ and provide an opportunity to hear from and influence the individuals involved in shaping our digital future.  It addresses the most pressing issues concerning data and its use or misuse.

RUSI and LTN, with Home Office support, are teaming up to organise the Sparking Innovation in Science and Technology for Security event on 23 June to will bring together industry, academia and Government to encourage innovative thinking that will lead to new solutions for national security challenges.

For further details on these events and other events coming up, please visit the SITC website.

Technology Certification

One of the major challenges for SMEs is getting certification and/or approval of their new and emerging technologies, basically, ‘does it do what it says on the tin’.  A similar model was used a few years ago by the Transport Research Laboratory, where they did a lot of testing of road barriers and were able to demonstrate the efficacy of some vehicle stopping barriers, as well as proving that some designs were completely ineffectual!

We have been holding meetings with a number of government agencies in an attempt to set up a proving and certification regime for SMEs in the UK.  HOSDB will do this type of proving, but it is not widely advertised and not very accessible for smaller companies.  It is likely that SITC would be the conduit for companies to access this facility, mainly to reduce the burden on the agencies.  Hopefully we will move on this quite rapidly – watch this space.

Security Clearances

This is another source of contention for SMEs, the unbreakable circle of getting security clearance. Firms cannot apply for government contracts without security clearances; firms cannot get security clearances without a sponsor from government that comes with a contract.  We have been trying to break this conundrum with the CPNI, but the system has not proved very useable.  Therefore, we have approached the Defence Vetting Agency to see if SITC, as a publicly funded consortium, can act as a conduit for SMEs to get such clearances.  An application has gone to the DVA and we await the outcome.

Future Funding for SITC

Although SITC now has secured some additional sources of grant funding, its core SEEDA grant funding for runs out in March 2011 and the prospects for securing further core funding from SEEDA are uncertain.

We can demonstrate significant progress since our start-up in June 2008: we have grown to over 370 members, organised many events between the user community and industry, helped SME’s get introductions, make collaborations both home and abroad, organised overseas missions with UKTI and generally worked to be a force for good in the security sector.

To secure a long-term future for SITC, a small team from the Board has been putting a prospectus together to present to Ministers with a view to securing core funding from central Government beyond March next year.  Our aim is to secure an increased budget and longer term funding from Government to allow us to continue to act independently and in the long term interests of our members and the industry as a whole.
Special Interest Groups

With our new member of staff in place, we plan to reinvigorate the SITC SIGs and focus more effort on organising SIG orientated activity this year.  This will include ensuring that each SIG has a small ‘core team’ of SITC members in place, each Chaired by a SITC Board Member, to steer and advise on SIG priorities and activities.  The wider SIG membership will also be formalised and better communication mechanisms with and between SIG members will be established.  We also aim to establish a more consistent and regular approach to organising SIG events.  This is not to say that SIG activity is not currently progressing.  The GRC SIG’s IGRC project and the Sensor SIG’s Finnish opportunity (mentioned above) are examples of current projects.  An event on ‘Improving Analytical Techniques’ is also under development by the Information Systems SIG and the Surveillance and Tracking SIG is revising its ‘core team’ in preparation for organising another event.  The Information Assurance SIG members with sensor capabilities also have opportunities to link up with the iGRC project.

Systems Integrator Capability Supply Chain Programme

Following the very successful event with Thales last October, we are in discussions with a number of other large Systems Integrators about holding similar events to help to connect more small innovative companies into their supply chains.  There is a general consensus that this programme of activity is useful, but we are just having some issues in pinning down dates for events when several senior technologists from the Systems Integrators can all attend.  Nevertheless, we are committed to this programme as it is so beneficial to our members (both SMEs and Systems Integrators).
 SITC Showcase
With 30 exhibitors and around 150 delegates attending, we were delighted with the level of interest our first SITC Showcase event on 25 March attracted.   As the first event of its kind we have run, we know that not everything went to plan, but we have had a lot of positive feedback from participants and are seriously considering making a Showcase event a regular feature in our calendar.  We would welcome feedback from any of the attendees, either delegates or companies who showcased, and any suggestions on how we could improve any future event of this type we run. 
We look forward to working with you in the coming months, with best wishes from the SITC team:
Steve, Paul, Hilary and Laura Jane
Security Innovation and Technology Consortium

_1289905445.bin

