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Opportunities for Technology Trials in 2012

The London Olympics 2012 represents a significant opportunity for the UK Security Sector to showcase technological innovation, with a view to exploiting the legacy benefits and create global marketing prospects for UK companies. However, technology that is being deployed at the Olympic events has to be of a standard that has been tried and tested in an operational capacity. Whilst the reasons for this policy are fully understandable, this does mean that recent innovations in UK security technology will not be given the opportunity to form part of the London Olympics 2012 security regime. 

Therefore, SITC/ADS and the BSIA have been working together over the last year on a project that will create an opportunity for UK companies to trial innovative technologies at the parallel events taking place across the UK in the summer of 2012. Major sporting events take place in many countries and, in the current hostile security environment, require the implementation of a security regime to keep the athletes, spectators and host cities safe and secure. Deploying innovative security technologies that are proven represents a significant marketing opportunity for the UK, particularly if the events of next year can be utilised to satisfy the ‘tried and tested’ imperative.

The many parallel events taking place during the summer of 2012 that will require security regimes represent an opportunity to trial new innovative technology and it is this type of event that will be targeted to create the opportunity.

The Institute for Security Science & Technology at Imperial College London have offered to work with the SITC/ADS and BSIA group, to provide academic research input and spin-out technologies, from both Imperial and in conjunction with other University collaborators. A number of Government Agencies have offered support and assistance to the project and these include: the RISC IAG, OSCT, CAST, CPNI, UKTI DSO, Dorset Police, British Transport Police, Metropolitan Police.

In order to ensure properly structured security technology systems, a number of Systems Integrators have been approached, both to assist in providing the infrastructure to develop a coherent system, but also to provide support to the SME’s involved. 

So far, the project has been supported by the triumvirate without any external funding, but approaches have been made to secure funding to cover some of the administrative costs associated with the project.

Once the events of next year are completed, the important task will be to showcase the innovative technologies onto a wider marketing platform. The prime purpose of this is to create global awareness of UK capability and invite holders of future sporting events to engage with the UK companies to deploy these technologies to protect their own up-coming events. 

To achieve this objective, PriceWaterhouseCoopers have offered to sponsor and host an event badged ‘Security for Tomorrow’ at their Headquarters building on the Embankment in the autumn of 2012. Participants in the project will be invited to showcase their technology at this exhibition. UKTI DSO have undertaken to invite overseas Governments, who have sporting events coming up in the future, to this event. Arrangements are in hand to secure the attendance of UK Government Ministers to champion the UK innovation. Some of the police forces supporting the project have offered to endorse products provided they demonstrate their effectiveness during the trials.

It is likely that the type of technologies required for the project will come from the ‘Sensors and Detectors’, and ‘Surveillance and Tracking’ subsets (including but not exclusively CBRNE detectors, liquids detection, screening and tracking people, deceptive behaviours, unattended baggage etc), with some Command and Control functions to manage the systems and processes. 

Therefore, members of SITC/ADS and the BSIA are invited to contact myself or David Evans (BSIA) if they wish to participate in these trials. It must be stressed that at this time there is no funding for this and participants taking part in the trials will have to fund their own involvement.

The closing date for applications is the 30th November 2011. In the event of a large number of applications, then a selection process will be implemented, with CAST and the CPNI invited to assist with this selection. The format of the applications should take the following form:

1. Name of company

2. Contact point

3. Technology capability ( fitting into ‘Sensors and Detectors’, ‘Surveillance and Tracking’ or Command and Control)

4. A brief outline of the capability, how it could be deployed and what the expected outcomes from it would be ( no more than 150 words please!).

Contact Points

sswain@securityintech.com

d.evans@bsia.co.uk

It is emphasised that the whole purpose of this project is to trial new innovation from these technology subsets and the team reserve the right to exclude products that do not meet this requirement.



Steve Swain CEO
Security Innovation and Technology Consortium
24th October 2011
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